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Tape 13b 
Side A, 0- 1/16 

$> 6 MAR 1979 


STAT 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: DCI 


I didn't get to locate Mr. Roth at the Gridiron Dinner. 
Draft a note of thanks for him and tell him I'm sorry I didn't 
get to see him. 
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Hanoi Strengthens 




With China 


By Jay Mathews 

Washington Post Foreign Service g .-v, 

HONG KONG, March 22— Vietnam 
has sent 20,000 to 50,000 troops to the 
Chinese border area to strengthen its 
defenses, but analysis here say there 
is no sign yet of preparations for any 
major attack on China. 

On the Chinese side of the. border, 
railroad lines given over to transport- 
ing military equipment during China’s 
invasion of Vietnam recently have re- 
turned to normal use, but a sizeable 
Chinese force remains along the bor- 
der, the analysts said. China’s official 
travel agency has failed so far to re- 
sume weekly tours of Nanning, a re- 
gional capital about 10 miles from 
the border. . ’ 

Analysts here confirm reports 'of 
several active Vietnamese fortifica- 
tion projects, including what one Chi- 
nese complaint called “tens of thou- 
sands of Vietnamese army-men and ci- 
vilians . . . building defense works in 
Lang Son Province bordering China.” 

“I think the Vietnamese have been 
taught a lesson, that the Chinese are 
serious, that they will attack if pro- 
voked. so they want to be better pre- 
pared the next time,” one analyst 
said. He did not rule out a Vietnamese 
attack on China, but said there were 
no signs of offensive preparations so 
far and suggested the Vietnamese 
might want to avoid inciting another 
massive Chinese invasion. •"* 

An official Vietnamese Foreign 
Ministry note to the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry, dated yesterday and re- 
leased in full today, said talks on nor- 
malizing relations could begin March 
29 if all Chinese troops were with- 
drawn from Vietnam by that time. If 
they did not withdraw, the note said, 
the Vietnamese would “use their legit- . 
imate self-defense right to defend the 


independence, sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity of their fatherland,”* . 

Analysts said independent informa- 
tion tended to contradict the Vietnam- 
ese claim that Chinese troops remain 
“some places from 6 to 12 miles deep I 
inside Vietnamese territory.” But one ! 
analyst said, “I suspect quite strongly j 
that the Chinese have held onto some ; 
border area hills” which the Vietnam- 
ese have used in the past to fire into 
Chinese territory. ’V : : y ' 

Peking complained yesterday of Vi- 
etnamese “rifle and gunfire” into four 
separate Chinese border counties Sun- 
day and Monday, "posing a serious 
threat to the life and property of Chi- 
nese inhabitants." 

Analysts said the Vietnamese ap- 
peared to have moved about six divi- 
sions out of Cambodia, Laos and 
southern Vietnam in an apparent at- 
tempt to strengthen the border, al- I 
-though it was difficult to determine 
exactly how many had moved to the 
battle zone. Many troops had been ob- 
served moving toward the border on 
the Vietnamese side, while on the Chi- 
nese side there did not appear to be 
significant movement away from the 
border, other than a few units being 
ceremonially welcomed back to pro- 
vincial capitals in the area. 

The Soviet Union has supplied the 
Vietnamese with more military equip- 
ment, including more Mig-21s and an- 
tiaircraft missiles, analysts said. They 
said it was difficult to judge the accu- 
racy of the casualty figures used by 
both sides. Hanoi has reported more 
than 60,000 Chinese casualties, which 
analysis said is grossly inflated. 

A foreign news agency report from 
Peking said Vice Premier Deng 
Xiaoping (Teng Hsiao-Ping) privately 
put Vietnamese casualties at 37,000 
dead, 7.000 wounded and 5,000 cap- 



By Richard Furno-The Washington Post 


tured. Analysts say these casualty fig- 
ures probably are inflated. 

Repatriation of prisoners is ex- 
pected to be a topic of discussion once 
the two sides meet, although the 
charges and countercharges hurled by 
Hanoi and Peking so far suggest talks 
will not take place for some time. 
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